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1. Introductory Conceptualizations

1.1. EPFISTEMOLOGY . For an open and critical mindi.e. for adialectical science asa
science of complexity, ambiguity and contradiction, from G. V. F. Hegel to I. Prigogine
and |. Wdllerstein. Against the neo-functionalist dogmatism, dominant epistemology of
EU bureaucratic integrationists. Dialectics of ends and means. Euro-Philiatoward the
ends and Euro-Skepticism toward the means of European integration (Popovi¢, 2007).
1.2. TIMESPACE ORIENTATION. The TimeSpace of world-system analysis
(Wallerstein, 1992). 1) The Multiply Time: late modernity as our current time and as a
third great |ate age within the 25 centuries of the “Greek-Roman and Western culture”
(Sorokin, 2002/1957). The EU amid the crisis and change of the modern world-system
1914-1945-1989-2050: the time of great uncertainty, openness, and creativity; 2) The
Multiply Space: one world (the modern world-system in its late and declining phase),
many entities and polities (at the sub-national, national, and supra or post-national level),
three cleavages (EU-US-Japan, North-South, Davos-Porto Alegre: Wallerstein, 2003):
global and local entities and polities (including the EU) in contradiction and turmoil.

2. Analytical Aspects

2.1. INTERNAL ASPECT: “EUROPE-APARTHEID”. “Europe-Apartheid”, internally
closed entity and polity, the dominant tendency today (Balibar, 2001). Individual and
collective aspects of the tendency. Individual aspect of the tendency: minorities and
immigrants, old and new, as the most important test. Collective or member-state aspect of
the tendency: the EU as a hierarchical quasi-feudal supra-entity. FIGHT FOR “EUROPE-
OPEN SPACE”, INTERNALLY ASWELL ASEXTERNALLY OPEN AND FREE
ENTITY AND POLITY. Political and legal issues, problems, and contradictions.

2.2. EXTERNAL ASPECT: “EUROPE-FORTRESS”. “Europe-Fortress”, externally
closed, xenophobic, and aggressive, neo-colonial and neo-imperial entity and polity, as
the dominant tendency today. “Great powers”, US, EU, Russia, China after the Cold War:
new right-wing populist rivalry and convergence (Popovi¢, 2006), plus the “unholy
aliance”, or, better, “negative chemistry” between the dominant Western (central)
militarists and reactive but inferior peripheral terrorists (Mastnak, 1996; Popovi¢, 2005).
The EU amid therivalry, convergence, and alliance, under the double pressure of
“neoliberal” social polarization and fundamentalist “cultural “re-Christianization”
(Wallerstein, 2007), and at the “three cleavages” of the X X1 century (Wallerstein, 2003,
2004, 2006). Deep and crucia connection between the internal and external aspects of the
(deficit of) freedom and democracy.

2.3. THE WESTERN BALKANSASA TEST FOR EUROPE AND EU (Hodge and
Grbin, 1996). The EU and the Western Balkans: deep and bitter discrepancy between the
rhetoric and reality. In the 1990s but in the 2000s as well: from the “catastrophic short-
termism” (John Ropper) to the “unholy alliance” and “negative chemistry”, from



Slobodan Milosevi¢ of Serbia (“the main factor of peace in the region”) to Milo
bukanovi¢ of Montenegro (Xavier Solana, only six days before the last Montenegrin
presidential election, congratul atory reception for Montenegrin Berlusconi, an extremely
biased and undemaocratic interference into the ongoing election process). THE EU FROM
UNFORTUNATE INCONSISTENCY TO TOTAL HIPOCRISY: RETHORICALLY
FIGHTING AGAINST BUT REALLY OPERATING ASTHE GREATEST
“LAUNDRY MACHINE” OF THE LOCAL TYCOONS AND OLIGARCHS.

3. Instead of Conclusion
A PLEA FOR AN OPEN AND CRITICAL MIND IN THE TIME OF TURBULENT
CHANGE.
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